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France, in the midst of her own troubles, did not cease to
cast an eye, from time to time, on her distracted colony. She
dispatched General Galbaud to take the command in Hayti.
Disembarking at the Cape (May 6, 1793), he proceeded to
assume the executive power. But the French Commission
already in the island, triumphant in the West and in the South,
had everywhere established mulatto in place of white command-
ers. Returning on the 7th of June to the Cape with a detach-
ment of freed men, commanded by Chanlatte, the Commissioners
directed Galbaud to reembark. Unwillingly he obeyed. His
brother, a man of ability, remained in the city, and agitated the
minds of the people against the Commissioners. The vessels in.
the harbor were loaded with prisoners sent thither by the
Government. Breaking their chains, they, to the number of
one thousand two hundred, effected a landing. Their bands
increasing as they proceeded, they directed their course to the
Government House, inhabited by the Commissioners. Tho
approaches to it were defended by men of color. The National
Guards and mounted volunteers j'oined the partisans of Gal-
baud. The troops of the lino remained in their quarters, not
knowing, in the strife of authorities, which was legitimate.
Fighting took place in the streets, tho fury of which was stopped-
only by night. The next day, hostilities were resumed. At1
length the troops of tho line declared for the Commissioners.
Nevertheless, their party seemed to lose ground. Then the
prisons were thrown open, and the chains of the blacks were
broken. Spreading themselves abroad, these captives showed
themselves worthy of the liberty they had just received. Pier-
rot and Macaya, two black chiefs of tho insurgent negroes on
the hills of the Cape, being invited, came with their fierce
associates to take part in tho carnage. Galbaud was defeated.
With a few of his followers, he regained his ships. His brother
remained in tho hands of the Commissioners. He himself, with
more than ten thousand refugees of all hues, set sail for the
United States. The city, " the Paris of tho Antilles," as the
colonists enthusiastically termed Cape Frai^ois, was in flames,
Gg.    A peaceful arrangement was entered into, involving theconfined within the towns, we look for your aid."
